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LETTER   IX

July 3ist, 1786.
*           *            *            *            *

I SUPPOSE in reality that, in this commence-
ment of correspondence, my letters are waited for,
in order to write to me; however, if my letter of
the 23rd of July (Number V.) has been well de-
ciphered and considered, it cannot be disowned
that I stand in need of instructions. Politics are
at a crisis. I repeat, politics are at a crisis. It
is impossible they should continue as they are ;
whether it be from endeavours to accelerate or
efforts to retard. Everything denotes the Oriental
system to increase in vigour. I have no doubt
but that, soon or late, it will be destructive of
that of the West; and the danger is immediate, is
instantaneous. If Turkey in Europe, speaking in
political and commercial language, be one of our
colonies, if we are not resolved to leave it to its
fate, is it not time to pay it some attention, and
because that it is so, the general system of Europet would only be from a love of the Cw-
